1 . , f*  n- : ’>'*  V*,  !■> 

^ UDEC1956 


L.ifc 


-.-tKV  ^ 


BOROUGH  OF  FLIIW 


AHMJAL  REPORT 


OP 


I'iEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


AND 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR 


. ^ 


1955 


FLIIfr  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Mayor  1953/3^* 


Alderman  W.C.  Jones,  JoP. 

Chairman,  Health  Committee,  19^5/56? 

Alderman  R.D,  Davies,  J,P,,  C.C. 

Officers; 

Tovra  Clerks  Mr.  D.H,  Davies,  Ll.B.  (to  7.11o55)« 

" " (Acting)  Mr.  L.  liVilliams,  P.C.C.S, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Dr,  D.J.  Fraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H, 

Public  Health  Inspector;  Mr.  D,I.  Kennedy,  M,R,San.I.,  M.S.I.A, 

Borough  Engineer  & Surveyor;  Mr.  T.K.  Blackwell,  A.M.I.Mun.E. , M.Inst.H.E,, 

M.R.San.I. 

Housing  Manager;  I'lr.  H,  Byrne,  P.I.Hsg.,  A.R.San.I. 


Qualifications  and  duties  of  senior  Public  Health  Officers (Circular  l/54) 

1,  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  (a)  M,Bo,  Ch.B. 

(b)  Diploma  in  Public  Health, 

Duties;  As  laid  dov/n  in  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935"  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Holywell  R.D.C.,  Holywell  U.D.C 
Mold  U.D.C,),  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 

2,  Public  Health  Inspector;  (a)  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.J.B, 

(b)  Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other 
foods  of  the  RoS.I, 

(c)  Diploma  in  General  Hygiene  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  & Hygiene, 

Duties;  As  laid  down  in  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935 > including  responsibility  for  all  public  cleansing  services. 


“■  f * 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28843411 


BOROUGH  OF  FLINT „ 

To  tlio  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Merabers 
BorouAdi  Council  of  Flint. 


Ilr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gontlemen, 


I havG  thfi  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the' 

orough  for  the  year  1955-  The  mid-year  population  was  estimated  aa  14,210, 
compared  with  14,220  in  I954,  * * 


The  live-hirths  numbered  246  compared  with  269  in  I954,  giving  a slight 
u Birthrate,  which  was  still  above  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 

whole.  T-iere  were^5  still-births,  compared  vi^ith  4 in  the  previous  year. 
During  the  year  5 infants  under  a year  old  died,  compared  with  7 in  1954. 
Three  of  the  5 were  under  a month  old. 


Deaths  of  roGidents  amounted  to  I63  (l35  in  1954)  giving  a rise  in  the 
death  rate,  wnich  was  lov/er  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  Of  the 
total  of  deaths,  over  forty-three  percent,  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system,  and  over  thirteen  percent,  to  cancer  of  one  type  or 
another.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  reduced.  There  was  one  death 
associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth.  Deaths  due  to  infectious  or 
notifiable  diseases  included  10  due  to  pneumonia,  2 due  to  tuberculosis  and 
1 due  to  influenza. 


Concerning  tuberculosis,  there  were  10  new  pulmonary  cases  and  2 
non-pulmonary  cases,  compared  with  20  and  # in  1954, 

During  the  year,  there  were  128  notifications  of  infectious  and 
notifiable  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis),  the  majority  being  measles, 
ihere  v/as  an  outbreak  of  this  complaint  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Sections  C,D  and  E,  concerning  water  supplies,  sewerage, ' factories' 
inspections,  sanitary  inspections,  housing  and  food  and  drugs,  were  again 
wrxUQn  by  Mr.  D.I.  Kennedy,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  whom  I continue 
to  be  indebted  for  his  excellent  work  and  loyal  co-operation.  His  work  in 
connection  with  the  Housing  Sur\’-ey  was  of  the  highest  standard. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  the  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
willing  help  at  all  times  throughout  the  year, 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DoJ.  EELiSER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A, 


Social  Conditions,  including  Vital  Statistics. 

Areas  6,243  statutory  acres. 

Populations (l951  Census) s 14j25?5  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid-yearj 

1955s  14,210. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses s 3960, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  3 , 6l 

Population  Donsitys  2,28  persons  per  statutory  acre. 

EateaNle  Values  £72, 505»0»0»  Product  of  Penny  Rates  £288.0.0. 

Vital  Statistics s These  are  presented  in  tabular  form.  For  purpose  of 
comparison  figures  for  last  year  are.  given,  and,  vdiere  appropriate,  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


LIVE-BIRTHS  - 


TABLE  I, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Legitimate 

117 

119 

236 

Illegitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Total 

123 

123 

246 

(1954  totals  269  births). 


Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1954  - 18.89|  1955  ” 17«31? 

England  and  Vfeless  Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population^ (1954  ~ 15.20) 
1955(Pi'‘0'visional)  s 15.0| 

These  figures  sho?/  that  there  has  been  a fall  in  the  birth-rate.  It  is 
well  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


TABLE  II, 

STILL-BIRTHS  - 

Males,  Females,  Total, 

Legitimate  415 

Illegitimate  - - ~ 

Total  4 1 5 
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(1954  totals  4). 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-hirthss  1954  - 14. 655  1955  “ 

19.921 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  poijulations  1954  - 0.28|  1955  ~ 0.35? 

England  and  Y/aless  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-hirths 
1954  “ 24.0;  1955  ” 23.1; 

The  still-hirth  rate  for  the  Borough  shov/s  a slight  increase.  There 
v/ere  5 still-hirths  in  1955?  compared  with  4 in  1954; 


TABLE  III, 


DEATH  (GEEERiAL)  IL\TE  - 


Males,  Females.  Total, 

All  ages  (all  causes)  97  66  163 

(1954  totals  135). 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  populations  1954  ” 9*49;  1955  -11.47; 

England  and  Wales s Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1954  - H.3;  1955 
11.7? 


The  general  death  rate  shows  a slight  rise  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  There  has  been  a slight  rise  in  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  28  more  deaths  in  the  Borough.  This  crude  death  rate  is  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which  also  rose  slightly, 

DEATHS  (GEHERAL)  ANALYSIS  - 

Examination  of  this  Table  shows  that  there  were  71  deaths  due  to 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  22  deaths  from  cancer  of 
all  sites.  Corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  are  53  and  24 
respectively.  There  was  i death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  compared  with 
2 in  1954,  Deaths  from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  totalled  27  (17  in  1954).  There  was  3 deaths  from  lung  cancer, 
compared  v/ith  11  in  1953?  and  1 in  1954.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  motor 
accidents. 

There  was  one  death  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis,  measles  and  meningitis. 
One  death  was  due  to  influenza.  There  was  one  death  from  pregnancy,  childbirth 
or  abortion. 
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Cause  of  Death 

M. 

P, 

Total. 

Rate  per  1 
Population 

Diabetes 

- 

I 

1 

0.07 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

4 

- 

4 

0.28 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

3 

- 

3 

0.21 

Breast 

— 

» 

— 

- 

Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

0.07 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

6 

14 

0.98 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Nervous  System 

13 

16 

2? 

2.04 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

13 

3 

16 

1.12 

Hypertension  with  Heart.  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

0.28 

Other  Heart  Disease 

7 

11 

18 

1.26 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

1 

4 

0.28 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

0.70 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

12 

0.84 

Gastritis , Enteritis , Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

0,07 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

0.28 

Other  Defined  & Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

5 

14 

0.98 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

- 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

0.28 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

0,07 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

0.14 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

0.28 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

0.07 

Other  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

0.07 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

0.07 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

5 

0.35 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

5 

3 

8 

0.56 

Pregnancy, childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

0.07 

TOTiVL 

97 

66 

163 

DEATHS  (MT3ENAL)  - 


TiiBLE  V. 


Causes  associated  with  pregnancy  and  childhirth.  There  v/as  one  death 
attributable  to  those  causes  in  1955 j compared  with  two  in  1953?  and  none 
in  1954. 


T/J3LE  VI. 

DEATHS  ( IITFAHTILE ) - i.e.  Infants  under  one  year  old.  - 


Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

4 

1 

(1954  total; 

7). 
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Infantile  Death-Rate  of  leg;itimate  babies  per  1,000  legitimate  births; 
1953  - 28.22;  1954  - 27.23;  1955  - 21.18. 


( 


Infantile  Death-Rate  of  illegitimate  babies  per  1,000  illegitimate 
births;  1953  - Dil;  1954  - 1955  - Dil. 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  live— births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate); 
1953  - 26.61;  1954  - 26.02;  1955  - 20.32. 

England  and  Wales.  Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  live-births  (legitimate 
and  illegitimate);  1953  - 26,8;  1954  - 25.5;  1955  - 24.9. 

The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  reached  a new  low 
record  of  24.9  per  1,000  live-births.  The  rate  for  Flint  Borough  shows  a 
slight  fall.  There  were  no  deaths  among  illegitimate  babies  under  one 
year  old.  Of  the  five  infants  who  died  three  v/ere  under  a month  old.  The 
commonest  cause  of  death  was  prematurity. 


SECTION  B. 

Health  Services  for  the  Borough  provided 
by  other  Authorities. 

Ambulance  Facilities;  Provided  by  the  County  Council.  An  ambulance  is 
available  in  Flint  on  a 24-hour  service.  Transport  for  sitting  cases  is 
arranged  through  the  County  Welfare ' Department, 


Home  Nursing  ^ 

Homo  Help  ^ 

Midwifery  in  the  Home  ^ 

Health  Visiting  ^ 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting 

Vaccinati  en;  By  arrangem-ont  with  the 
or  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 


Service  provided  by  the 
County  Council. 

Local  General  Medical  Practitioners, 


Treatment  Clinics  and  Centres;  The  follov;ing  Table  gives  particulars  of  the 
Centres  and  Clinic  at  which  facilities  for  consultation  and/or  treatment 
are  available  to  the  residents  of  the  Borough;- 
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Clinic, 

Situation. 

Dates  and  Times 
of  Openings. 

Tuberculosis, 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hoopitnl  Board)* 

Cottage  Hospital, Holywell. 
Oalcl ands , Queens f e rry . 

Every  Tuesday  10, 30. a. m. 
Every  Wed,  10-a.m. 

Ante-Natal. 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) , 

The  Clinic,  Boro ’Grove, 
Flint , 

Tabernacle  School-room, 
Bagillt . 

1st  & 3rd  Thursday 
of  month  9*30. a. m, 

- 12  noon. 

2nd  & 4'^h  Thursday 
1.30.p,m.-4.30.p.m, 

Oi:)hthalmic  Clinic, 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) , 

The  Clinic, Holyv/ell. 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesdays 
of  the  month  by 
appointment. 

Infant  Welfare 
and  Post  Natal. 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) . 

The  Clinic,  Boro 'Grove, 
Flint , 

Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Bagillt . 

Every  Monday  1,30, 

- 4*30. p.m.  Medical 
Officer  attends  2nd 
& 4th  Monday  each 
month. 

Thursdays  1.30.  - 
4.30.p.m, 

School  Clinic, 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) . 

The  Clinic,  Boro ’ Grove , 
Flint. 

Every  Tuesday  9*30, a. m. 
- 12  noon. 

Dix)hthoria  &,  liThooping 
Cough  Immunisation, 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) . 

The  Clinic,  Boro* Grove, 
Flint . 

2nd  Friday  of  each 
month  9»30.a.,m,  - 
12  noon. 

Orthopaedic, 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board) , 

Holyv/ell  Cottage 
Hospital, 

Shotton  - New  Clinic, 
Central  School, 

2nd  & 4th  Friday  each 
month  lO-a.ra,  - 12noon, 
1st  & 3rd  WedneSo  each 
month  10-a,m,  - 12  rOon, 

Clinic 


Situation 


Dates  and  Times 
of  Openings. 


( 


Dental, 

(Provide!  by  the  County  The  Clinic,  Boro’Grove,  Tuesday  9*30. a. m,  and 

Council),  Flint.  other  days  (by 

appointment) . 


Hospital  Accommodation.  This  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Facilities  are  available  at  Flint  Cottage  Hospital,  Residents  are  also 
admitted  to  other  hospital  in  the  Region, 


SECTION  C, 


Public  Health  Services  provided  by  the 
Borough  Council. 

YJater  Supply;  The  mains  water  supi^ly  of  the  Borough  continued  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Alv/en  acqueduct  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation.  The  water,  which 
is  soft  and  of  very  high  quality,  is  distributed  via  three  service  reservoirs. 
The  vast  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  have  a supply  of  this  water 
to  a point  inside  the  house,  some  of  the  remainder  are  served  by  communal 
taps  and  standpipes,  and  a very  few  properties  are  dependent  on  private 
supplies.  The  houses  served  by  standpipes  are  mainly  in  the  Bagillt  area 
and  in  most  cases  water  cannot  be  piped  inside  the  houses  owing  to  the 
absence  of  sewerage.  The  few  houses  , still  dra  wing  on  private  supplies 
are  in  isolated  positions  and  either  physical  or  financial  considerations 
make  it  impossible  to  provide  a mains  supply.  Private  supplies  must  not  be 
condemned  out  of  hand  since  so  much  depends  on  the  source  of  the  water,  Y/hen 
sufficient  staff  arc  available  in  the  Public  Health  Department  it  will  be 
one  of  our  aims  to  sample  each  of  these  private  supplies  at  least  six  times 
per  year  and,  equally  important,  to  advise  the  users  on  steps  that  they  can 
take  to  safeguard  the  v/holesomeness  of  the  water  they  are  drinking. 

During  the  year  a total  of  79  v/ater  samples  were  taken,  but  since  two 
of  these  wore  taken  in  attempts  to  trace  leaks  in  the  mains  the  number  of 
samples  of  drinking  v/ater  v/as  77.  This  is  an  increase  of  13  over  the 
previous  year's  figure*  Four  samples  wore  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and 
all  were  satisfactory.  Of  tho  73  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  repeats  v/cre  requested  in  ten  cases,  and  six  samples  were 
reported  as  being  unsatisfactory.  This  large  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  gave  rise  to  considerable  concern.  Twelve  of  the  16  unsatisfactory 
or  borderline  samples  were  taken  either  from  properties  supplied  via  the 
Little  London  reservoir  or  from  the  reservoir  itself.  Steps  were  taken  by 
tho  Borough  Surveyor  to  have  the  reservoir  thoroughly  cleansed  after  which 
the  quality  of  the  samples  iiaproved. 
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Sewers  and  Sev/erages  Once  again  no  works  of  now  main  sewerage  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  the  amount  of  this  vvork  that  is  now  req.uired  is 
formidable.  The  problem  of  sewerage  is  undoubtedly  the  most  serious  that 
the  Borough  is  facing  at  the  moment.  The  hygienic  disposal  of  the  v^raste 
products  of  a comraunity  is  one  of  the  basic  essentials  for  the  continuing 
physical  and  mental  health  of  that  community,  for  its  proper  development 
in  relation  to  its  neighbours  and  for  the  achievement  of  the  ultimate 
purpose  of  any  community,  namely,  that  it  should  be  a pleasant  one  of  which 
to  bo  a member, 

I appreciate  that  the  solution  of  this  problem  is  by  no  means  simple, 
for  it  will  moan  the  expenditure  of  very  largo  sums  of  money  and  the  most 
careful  thought  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
scheme  to  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  Borough  as  a whole.  But  the  aim,  to 
do  away  with  mediaeval  methods  of  sanitation,  is  extremely  worthwhile.  The 
television  set  and  the  pail  closet  are  ill  assorted  assets  in  the  life  of 
the  family. 


Public  Cleansings  This  expensive  but  very  necessary  part  of  the  Public  Health 
Department’s  duties  is  comprised  of  the  following  sectionss- 

1,  House  refuse  collection  and  disposal, 

2,  Hightsoil  collection  and  disposal, 

3.  Salvage  collection  and  sale, 

4.  Street  cleansing, 

5.  Street  gully  emptying, 

6,  Septic  tank  and  cesspool  emptying. 

An  efficient ■ public  cleansing  service  depends  upon,  the  harmony  of  four 
factors 5 men,  management,  vehicles  and  the  general  public. 

Most  public  cleansing  work  is  hard,  dirty  and  unattractive  to  labour, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  those  who  actually 
did,  and  are  still  doing,  this  yrork.  "A  job  on  the  Council"  is  still  regarded 
by  many  as  a sinecure  but  I would  remind  them  that  collecting  nightsoil,  for 
instance,  at  3-a,m,  on  a winter's  morning  is  anything  but  a sinecure.  Perhaps 
the  fact  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  recruit  suitable  labour  for  public 
cleansing  work  is  the  best  answer  to  the  critics. 

The  vehicles  used  for  cleansing  v/ork  are  all  one  make,  which  has  groat 
advantages  as  regards  maintenance  and  repair.  It  is  true  that  tying  the 
Department  to  one  manufacturer  in  this  way  somewhat  limits  the  designs 
available.  However,  the  work  required  from  cleansing  vehicles  demands  such 
conflicting  design  considerations  that  all  vehicles  must  necessarily  be  a 
compromise.  I believe  that  in  our  present  manufacturer's  vehicles  we  have  found 
the  happiest  compromise. 
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The  general  public  can  help,  far  morethan  they  realize,  in  assisting  the 
smooth  running  of  the  service.  For  instance,  the  numbers  of  all-night 
burning  grates  is  increasing  rapidly,  and  I v/ould  particularly  ai:>ijeal  to  the 
users  of  those  appliances  t o make  sure  that  they  do  not  put  hot  ashes  in  the 
dustbin,  since  to  do  so  invites  trouble.  To  bo  driving  a refuse  collection 
vehicle  and  find  that  the  load  is  on  fire  is,  to  put  it  mildly,  disconcerting^ 
v/hilst  to  have  a fire  on  the  refuse  ti^D  is  very  expensive.  It  is  one  of  the 
aims  of  the  Public  Health  Department  to  give  the  general  public  good  cleansing 
service,  but  this  cannot  bo  done  v/ithout  their  co-operation.  I have  pointed 
out  one  v/ay  in  which  the  public  Cfe,n  co-operate  and  there  are  many  others  of 
most  of  which  the  public  are  already  av/are. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  now  mechanical  street  sweeper  came  into 
operation.  It  is  perhaps  an  indication  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  manual 
labour  for  this  work  that  during  the  first  fov/  weeks  working,  the  machine  was 
picking  up  six  tons  of  street  refuse  per  mile.  The  vehicle  has  worked 
extronoly  well  since  it  was  purchased  and  I think  that  the  results  have  amply 
repaid  for  the  heavy  initial  expenditure. 

Broken  glass  is  still  a source  of  great  danger  on  many  roads,  and  apart 
from  arranging  for  it  to  be  sv/ept  up  as  soon  as  we  know  of  its  presence  there 
appears  to  be  little  that  can  be  done,  for  I am  quite  sure  that  most  of  it 
has  been  deliberately  smashed.  Perhaps  a returnable  deposit  on  milk  bottles 
would  be  of  assistance. 


Atmospheric  Pollutions  Three  aspects  of  this  subject  will  be  discussed  in 
the  report, (a)  smoke  pollution  (b)  fume  pollution  (c)  research, 

(a)  Smoke  Pollutions  Pollution  by  industrial  smoke  (the  only  smoke  with 
which  the  Council  have  powers  to  deal)  is  not  a serious  problem  in  the  Borough 
at  the  moment.  It  appears  likely,  hov/ever,  that  the  Borough  will  become  more 
highly  industrialised  as  time  goes  on.  The  final  form  of  the  Clean  Air  Bill 

is  not  yet  certain,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  powers  it  gives  will  be  sufficient 
to  ensure  that  any  new  factory  emits  the  absolute  minimum  of  smoke, 

(b)  Fume  Pollutions  This  matter  has  caused,  and  is  still  causing,  considerable 
concern  in  the  Borough,  The  control  of  the  pollution  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Alkali  Inspector  appointed  under  the  Alkali,  etc,,  Works  Regulation  Act, 
1906,  It  would  appear  that  the  control  of  the  fumes  that  give  rise  to  concern 
is  an  extremely  difficult  technical  mo.ttcr.  The  Firm,  concerned  are  carrying 
out  very  considerable  research  work  into  the  problem,  o.nd  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a solution  will  bo  found  in  the  near  future, 

(c)  Research;  An  atmospheric  pollution  filtration  plant  was  operated 
throughout  the  year  on  behalf  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  (working 
with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research) , There  are  nine 
similar  plants  operating  in  the  counties  of  Angelsey,  Denbighshire , Cheshire 
and  Lancashire, 

The  object  of  the  research  is  to  determine  the  amounts  of  chemical 
compounds  (principally  polycyclic  hydrocarbons),  present  in  the  atmosphere  and 
which  are  believed  to  be  associated  with  causes  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 
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The  plant  v/ill  probably  be  operated  for  five  years.  It  is  hoped  that  as  a 
result  of  this  research  progress  will  be  made  towards  the  abolition  of  lung 
cancer.  Vi/iiethor  or  not  this  is  so  we  are  glad  to  bo  able  to  play  our  part, 
albeit  small. 


Inspection  of  Factories  (Factories  Act,  1937)°  At  the  close  of  the  year  the 
number  of  factories  in  the  Borough  was  36,  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous 
year.  Eleven  of  these  factories  employ  more  than  10  persons  and  7 employ 
more  than  20  persons.  I regret  to  have  to  report  that,  owing  to  pressure  of 
other  work,  no  complete  routine  factory  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

No.  on  Registers  36 

Number  of  Routine  Inspections;  Nil 

No.  of  Special  Inspections;  3 

No  notifications  of  outv/orkers  v/ere  received  during  the  year. 


Rodent  Controls  The  Rodent  Operator,  who  is  employed  on  this  work  i^a^d-time 
only,  made  a total  of  547  visits  to  premdses  of  all  descriptions  in  connection 
with  103  complaints  of  infestations  by  rats  or  mice,_ 

The  poison  that  is  used  most  extensively  on  this  work  is  "Warfarin" 
since  not  only  is  it  extremely  effective,  but  also  the  risk  in  using  it  is 
considerably  lower  than  vi^ith  any  other  poison.  Small  stocks  are  kept  of 
severed  other  poisons  but  these  are  used  only  where  "Warfarin"  would  be 
unsuitable. 

Rats  and  mice  do  not  only  carry  disease  but  also  eat  and  spoil  a very 
large  amount  of  food.  Rodent  control  is  a service  that  is  provided  free  of 
charge  to  householders  and  it  is  in  their  own  interest,  c[uite  apart  from  the 
fact  that  they  have  a legal  obligation  to  do  so,  to  report  infestations, 
however  small,  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Sanitary  Inspections  and  Supervisions  Under  this  heading  come  all  the  varied 
other  matters  dealt  with  by  the  Department  and  not  mentioned  specifically 
elseY/here  in  this  report. 

A total  number  of  1,235  inspections  and  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 
The  table  showing  the  various  headings  that  go  to  make  up  this  figure  is  not 
included  in  the  report  this  year.  It  is  felt  that  such  a mere  statistical 
statement  can  mean  little  either  to  the  members  of  the  Council  or  to  the 
Public  Health  Department,  and  certainly  nothing  to  the  general  public. 

Instead  it  is  proposed  to  q^uote  instances  of  typical  complaints  that  arose 
during  the  year  and  the  action  that  was  taken. 
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Dampness  s 


c 


Visited  property  and  f :'Und  that  complaint  was  of  rising  dampness  in  all 
ground  floor  rooms.  Obviously  due  to  absence  of  damp  proof  course. 
Discovered  that  property  was  owner/occupied.  Advice  given  to  owner, 
spinster  v/ho  was  old-age  pensioner,  v/ho  stated  that  she  v/as  not  in  a 
position  to  pay  for  the  work  required. 

Flics s 


An  extremely  bad  infestation  of  flies.  Advice  given  on  correct  use  of 
insecticides,  a search  for  cause  of  infestation  revealed  nothing  significant. 

Dustbins; 

Called  at  house  and  arrived  in  m.iddle  of  furious  argument  between  tenants  of 
adjoining-  properties  vdio  each  insisted  that  the  other  vi^as  placing  his 
dustbin  unnecessarily  close  to  neighbour’s  window.  Suggested  new  positions 
for  both  dustbins  which  luckily  happened  to  suit  both  parties, 

’’Poison  by  Acid, " 

Aged  man  complained  that  next  door  neighbour  was  placing  acid  on  fire  in 
an'  attempt  to  poison  him.  Invitation  extended  to  smell  his  clothes  as  proof 
of  this.  Invitation  declined.  Difficult  problem  with  this  man,  could  not 
be  said  to  be  ”in  need  of  care  and  attention.”  Position  must  be  reviewed 
every  so  often  for  his  own  safety. 

Fleas; 

Tenant  of  Council  property  complaining  bitterly.  Hot  the  kind  of  family  • ■ 
where  one  would  ever  expect  to  find  an  infestation  of  this  typie.  Suggested 
to  Housing  Manager  that  he  remove  birds  nests  from  eaves,  since  these  ware 
most  likely  cause  of  infestation. 

Smell  on  Landing; 

Complaint  certainly  justified.  Found  that  now  vV.C,  had  been  fitted 
downstairs  and  that  vent  pipe  had  only  been  extended  as  far  as  a point 
just  below  landing  window.  Suggested  that  builder  be  asked  to  extend  the 
vent  pipe  to. above  roof  level.  Owner  asked  to  inform  Department  if  smell 
re-occurred  after  this  work  had  been  done.  No  further  communication  was 
received  so  presumed  that  this  was  the  answer. 

Dampness; 

Comparatively  modern  house,  wall  of  one  of  ground  floor  rooms  very  damp 
and  practically  whole  of  plaster  in  need  of  renewal.  Tenant  stated  that 
he  had  complained  repeatedly  to  owner  about  this  dampness.  The  cause 
was  the  absence  of  a rainwater  pipe.  A small  item  w'hich  if  it  had  been 
attended  to  months  ago  would  have  saved  the  owner  very  considerable  expense, 
apart  from  any  other  aspect. 


11  - 


And  so  the  work  goes  on,  Vve  still  have  the  odd  tenant  v/ho  believes  that 
bed  bugs  do  not  come  from  eggs  but  are  spontaneous  creations  of  the  night,  and 
the  odd  ovmer  who  is  unable  to  believe  that  he  has  any  responsibility  to  his 
tenants,  l^Jhatever  else  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  may  be,  it  is 
never  dull. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING, 

Nev/  Houses s A further  l8  houses  were  completed  on  the  Maes  Gy^ryn  Estate  bringing 
the  total  to  82.  Seventeen  houses  on  the  Lloyd  Street  and  Evans  Street  site 
v/ere  also  finished.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  913  houses  were  ov/ned  by 
the  Council  of  which  420  had  been  built  since  1945 • 


The  number  of  applicants  on, the  Counc 

il's  v/aiting 

lists  again  decreased 

and  the  position  at  tho  end  of  December  is 

shoTm  belov/ 

by  figures  supplied  by 

your  Housing  Manager. 

at  31.12,54o  at  31.12.55. 

No.  of  applicants s 

518 

491 

No.  in  rooms  and  overcrowdeds 

184 

157 

No.  in  rooms  not  overcrov/deds 

100 

112 

No,  in  structurally  separate  dwellings 
and  not  overcrowded s 

135 

124 

No.  in  structurallj'’  separate  d?/ellings 
and  overcrowded? 

99 

98 

Applicants  requiring  old  people's 
dv/ellingss 

25 

35 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Housing  Committee  have  been 
most  sympathetic  to  the  special  cases  I have  brought  to  their  notice  and  I 
greatly  appreciate  their  continued  assistance. 

Progress  of  new  housing  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  is  indicated  by 
the  following  figures s 

No.  of  houses  completed  in  1955°  (a)  Council  20  (b)  Private  enterprise  8 

Totals  28 

On  the  31st  December,  1955y  a-  further  23  Council  houses  vvere  under 
construction. 

Existing  Housings  The  housing  survey,  made  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Repa 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954?  was  completed  by  the  middle  of  the  year.  In 
dealing  with  this  matter  in  last  year's  report  the  comment  was  made  "when  the 
survey  is  completed  it  will  be  most  interesting  to  compare  our  figures  with 
those  of  other  local  authorities."  The  results  of  every  local  authority's 
survey  vrere  published  by  the  Stationery  Office.  The  following  is,  I think 
extremely  interestings- 
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Extract  from  Slum  CloarancG  Returns  together 
with  additional  percentage  figures. 


C 


Area 

Total  No, 
of  per- 
manent 
houses 
in  area. 

Estim- 
ated No. 
of  unfit 
houses. 

No,  of 
unfit 
houses 
to  be 
demol- 
ished 
in  1st 
5 years. 

fo  of  all 
houses 
in  area 
to  be 
demol- 
ished 
in  1st 
5 years. 

% of  unfit 
houses  to 
be  demol- 
ished in 
1st  5 years. 

Flint  Boro  C. 

3,929  .. 

351 

251 

• • 

6.38 

e • 

71.5 

Buckley  U.D. 

2,241  .. 

254 

125 

e • 

5.57 

« • 

49.2 

Con.  Quay  U.D. 

2,000  .. 

122 

122 

• « 

6.1 

• 0 

100 

Holyv/ell  U.D. 

2,187  .. 

393 

215 

0 • 

9.83 

• « 

54.7 

Mold  U.D. 

1,860  .. 

76 

76 

• • 

4.80 

• • 

100 

Prestatyn  U.D. 

3,540  .. 

27 

27 

• • 

0.76 

• • 

100 

Rhyl  U.D. 

6,425  .. 

86  . , 

86 

0 • 

1.24 

• « 

100 

Hav/arden  R.D, 

10,050  .. 

239 

239 

• • 

2.37 

• • 

100 

Holywell  R.D. 

7,350  .. 

840 

500 

6.76 

• • 

59.5 

Maelor  R.D, 

1,400  .. 

65 

20 

• • 

1.42 

• 4 

30.7 

As  far  as  the  Borough  itself  is  concerned  the  following  table  shows  the 
Ward  distribution  of  various  categories  of  houses 


Ward. 

Total  No. 
of  houses 

Category 

A 

No.  I0 

Category 

B 

No. 

Category 

C 

No.  I0  ; 

Category 

D 

No.  I0 

Bagillt  East 

541  .. 

. 228 

42.2 

256 

47.3 

22 

4.4 

35 

6.3 

Bagillt  West 

498 

227 

45.6 

177 

35.5 

16 

3.2 

78 

15.6 

Castle 

356 

235 

66.0 

46 

12,9 

12 

3.3 

63 

17.6 

Coleshill 

651 

413 

63.4 

184 

28.3 

13 

2.0 

41 

6.3 

Oakenholt 

1,068 

905 

84.7 

141 

13.1 

5 

0.6 

17 

1.6 

Tre lawny 

815 

457 

56.0 

309 

37.8 

14 

2,0 

35 

4.2 

Totals 

3,929 

2,465 

62.73 

1,113 

28.32 

82 

2.09 

269 

6,84 
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The  categories  of  houses  v/ere  as  followss- 

A.  Dwellings  vhiich  are  up  to  standard  in  all  respects  or  up  to  standard  apart 
from  minor  defects, 

B,  Dwellings  requiring  and  suitable  for  repair  either  under  the  Housing  or 
Public  HeaJth  Acts, 

Co  Dwellings  ripe  for  individual  demolition  orders, 

D.  Dwellings  v/hich  are  suitable  for  inclusion  in  redevelopment  or  clearance 
areas. 

It  V\!ill  be  noted  tha,t  there  are  351  houses  in  Categories  C and  D which 
amount  to  8,935^  of  all  houses  in  the  Borough. 

Following  the  presentation  of  the  survey  report  the  Council  decided  to 
propose  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government  that  25I  of  these  unfit 
houses  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  first  five  years  and  that  a further  two 
years  vi^ould  bo  required  to  deal  "with  the  100  houses  remaining.  These  jjroposals 
were  agreed  t o by  the  Minister  and  they  v/ill  form  the  background  for  the 
Council’s  slum  clearance  j)i’Ograrame, 

A total  of  26  of  the  unfit  houses  had  been  dealt  v/ith  by  the  end  of  the 

year. 


SECTIOH  B, 
Food  and  Drugs. 


Milks  During  1955  number  of  milk  samples  taken  dropped  to  36,  Eight  of  the 
samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis 
organisms.  In  no  case  was  there  a positive  result. 

Twenty-six  of  the  samples  were  of  pasteurised  milk  and  none  of  these 
failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test.  Five  of  these  samples  failed  to  pass  the 
methylene  blue  (keeping  quality)  test,  but  these  failures  v/ere  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  contended  with  in  the  collection  of  the 
samples  and  their  delivery  to  the  laboratory.  In  view  of  these  difficulties 
the  fact  that  the  samples  failed  to  pass  the  test  was  no  reflection  on  the 
retailers. 

As  far  as  this  subject  is  concerned  the  most  important  event  of  the  year  • 
was  the  inclusion  of  the  Borough  in  a "Specified  Area,"  This  means  that  no 
milk  other  than  that  bearing  a special  designation  may  be  sold  by  retail 
anywhere  v^ithin  the  Borough  boundaries.  It  is  known  that  during  the  year  a fair 
number  of  producers  ?/ere  licensed  to  produce  T.T.  milk.  It  is  believed  that 
only  a very  few  producers  in  the  Borough  have  not  yet  attained  this  standard. 
Those  of  them  who  were  producer/retailers  have  now  either  ceased  to  retail  milk 
or  are  sending  their  milk  for  pasteurisation  before  retailing  it. 
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Ice~Creamg  There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice“Cream  in  the  Borough  and  the 
heat  treatment  method  is  used.  ITo  further  premises  v/ere  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream  and  the  number  of  such  promises,  therefore,  remains  at  32. 

A total  of  14  ice-cream  samples  wore  taken,  8 of  these  being  classified 
Provisional  Grade  I and  the  reaminler  Provisional  Grade  II.  This  is  not  such 
a good  overall  result  as  last  year,  but  one  must  remember  the  advice  of  the 
Public  Health  Lahora,tory  on  the  subject, 

"Ov;ing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality  of 
ice-cream  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgement  should  be  based  rather  on  a 
series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested  that  over  a six-monthly,  period, 

50  per  cent,  of  a vendor's  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80  per 
cent,  into  Grades  I or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent,  into  Grade  3,  and 
none  into  Grade  4." 


The  samples  taken  were  more  than  satisfactory  bearing  this  advice  in 

mind. 

Food  Premises g There  was  little  change  in  the  numbers  of  the  various  types 
of  food  premises  in  the  Borough.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  figures  wereg- 


Cafes,  Canteens  and  Restaurants  I4 
Grocery  shops  42 
General  Stores  11 
Pish  and  Chip  Shops  5 
Sv/eet  Shops  11 
Greengrocery  Shops  10 
Butchers  Shops  I4 
Fishmongers  Shops  2 
Bakeries  9 
Ice-cream  Factories  1 
Dairies  1 

Totals  120 


In  each  case  the  premises  ha,vc  bee;n  classified  according  to  the 
predominant  trade.  Of  the  above  premises  33  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream,  1 for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  7 for  the  manufacture  of 
preserved  food. 

It  is  very  much  regretted  that  food  premises  received  comparatively  little 
attention  during  the  year  owing  to  pressure  of  other  v/ork.  Most  of  the  premises 
were  visited  in  respect  of  specific  matters  but  there  v/ere  no  systematic  ' ' ' 
routine  inspections. 
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Unsound  Foods  Apart  from  home  killed  meat  the  following  food  stuffs  were 
examined  and  found  to  he  unfit  for  human  consumptions- 


lbs. 

ozs 

Tinned  meats 

269 

14 

" fruit  s 

42 

12 

" vegetables? 

71 

15 

" milks 

21 

0 

" fishs 

40 

6 

Chocolate  m.ilk  powders 

18 

0 

Carcase  beefs 

162 

0 

Fishcakes s 

17 

12 

Total  ..  ..  70^ 11 


The  examination  of  unsound  food  is  mos-tly  carried  out  at  the  shop 
concerned.  The  surrender  certificates  are  brought  hack  to  the  office  and  when 
the  shop-keeper  has  delivered  the  unsound  food  to  the  depot,  (vdiere  it  is  kept 
prior  to  disposal  in  specially  locked  dustbins),  the  certificates  are  handed 
over  to  the  ijerson  v/ho  has  surrendered  the  food.  All  unsound  food  is  disposed 
of  hy  burying  it  at  the  tip. 

Moat  Inspections  Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  during  the  year  and 
the  number  of  animals  killed  were  as  follov\^ss- 


Beasts s 

98 

Calves s 

7 

Pigss  • 

960 

Sheeps 

1,012 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  every  one  of  these  animals  was 
inspected  x^ost  mortem.  This  involved  170  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses,  and 
was  not  achieved  without  considerable  difficulty. 

The  table  overleaf  gives  semi-detailed  results  of  the  meat  inspection 
carried  out. 
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Cattle 
Exludi ng 
Cows 

Cov;s 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses. 

Number  killed 

92 

6 

7 

1,012 

960 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

92 

6 

7 

1,012 

960 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

16 

3 

Nil 

144 

90 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

17.3 

50,0 

14.2 

14.2 

9.4 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis  9.7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3.6 

Cysticcrcosis 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SECTIOIT  P. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 
Notifiable  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 


, 

TABLE  X, 

Name  of  Disease. 

Cases  Notified. 

Death: 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 p) 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

0 6) 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia 

15  (2) 

10 

Measles 

105  (228) 

- 

Dysentery 

1 (t-) 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 (-) 

— 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  pyrexia 

Total  .0  128  (239) 

(TIio  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1954)* 

Prom  Table  X it  is  seen  that  there  was  a decrease  in  lorevalence  of 
infectious  disease.  The  incidence  of  measles  was  high  in  the  first  three 
qua.rters„  There  were  10  deaths  from  pneumonia j compared  with  9 in  1954* 

There  were  3 cases  of  poliomyelitis,  all  in  the  third  quarter,  2 paralytic, 

1 non-paralytic, all  children  under  9 years  of  age.  The  cases  were  of  a fairly 
mild  type  tnd  all  recovered.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Influenza  of  a mild  tyxDo  occurred  in  the  early  spring  and  there  was  one 
death  reported. 


Cases  Notified, 


Deaths 


Analysis  of  Notifiable  (infectious)  Diseases. 
TABLE  XI. 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases  notified  as  having  occurred  among 
persons  of  the  ages  immediately  below  specified. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Vflaooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

15 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

2 

23 

36 

39 

2 

- 

3 

105 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

— 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

26 

37 

45 

4 

2 

10 

128 

TABLE  XII, 
New  Cases 

- TUBERCULOSIS, 
Notified  in  195^ 

Age 

Groups 

Respira,tory 
Male  s . Females, 

Non-Re  spi r at  ory 
Males,  Females. 

Under  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5-I4  years 

- 

- 

— 

- 

15-24  years 

2 

2 

1 

1 

25-44  years 

2 

— 

- 

— 

45-64  years 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 18  - 


c» 


Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spir at ory 

Groups, 

Males, 

Females. 

Males. 

Females . 

65  and  over 

2 

mm 

Unknown 

1 

— 

— 

All  ages 

7 

3 

1 

1 

There  was  1 death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  compared  with  2 in  1954* 
There  was  1 death  from  non-rospiratory  Tuberculosis. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  there  wore  10  nev/  oases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 non“pulmona,ry  cases,  (Figures  for  19S4  were  20 
and  O),  The  continued  number  of  cases  notified  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  increasing,  but  it  implies  that  fewer  cases 
remain  undetected. 

Satisfactory  li'^using  has  a considerable  effect  upon  the  recovery  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  and,  whore  necessary,  "points"  up  to  ten  are  given  on  medical 
grounds  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  are  applicants  for  a council  house.  I must 
continue  to  bo  extremely  grateful  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  sympathetic 
consideration  of  these  cases,  and  to  your  Housing  Manager,  Mr,  H.  Byrne,  for 
his  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  DoT:)artment , 

Mass  X-ray  - 1955~*195^  Programmes  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Flint  and  was  stationed  at  the  Clinic,  Borough 
Grove.  829  persons  (314  males,  545  females)  wore  examined.  Ho  definite  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  wore  found,  but  5 persons  req.uired  further  supervision.  Chest 
abnormalities  were  found  in  9 persons  (5  males,  4 females).  The  Unit  visited 
many  factories  in  the  County  and  the  numbers  of  persons  examined  are  not 
included  in  the  above  figures. 


■l^■^wa1w■t■l!llagtflrTh1♦nntTrTTHr■■l^ln^wi^l^^T^lmm  inn~jriiiT  rgTi>iii»wwnnnrBimmrri 

Rational  Assistance  Act , 1948( Section  47)* 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act, 1951* 

(Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. ) 

No  cases  were  dealt  v/ith  under  those  Acts, 
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